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This is a tentative study of the gas experience of
the 2nd Division at Belleau Wood during World War I. This
study is not presented as a definitive and official history,
but is reproduced for current reference use within the Mili-
tary Establishment pending the publication of an approved
history.

The author was assisted in his ressarch by Mr. David

Eo HarVQYO

Note to Reader: Comments and suggestions relative to
accuracy and adeguacy of treatment are invited, and may be
transmitted to the Chief, U.S. Ammy Chemical Corps Historical
Office, Army Chomical Center, Maryland.
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GAS WARFARE AT BELLEAU WOOD
JUNE 1918

\

é\’Perha\ps the most publicized single unit operation in World War I was
the stand of the 2nd Division across the Paris Road and the subsequent battle
of that division for Belleau Wood, The artillery, machins gun, and rifle
dusl fougzht over the kilometer of terrain near Chateau Thierry in June 1918
has been well described in both Marine and Army publications and in popular
and official histories. Many of these accounts acknowledge briefly and in
passing the Lse of gas in the battle. Some fail to mention gas entirely,
despite the fact that in this operation, its first independent combat action,
the 2nd Division was under some kind of gas attack on 31 of the 35 days of

-
the campaign.
Neither in manuscript or published histories of the 2nd Division nor

in Marine accounts of tne action in Belleau Wood that have been consulted

for this regport is the gas story given more than incidental treatment. Yet

> for a period of three or four days following the gas attack of 14-15 June, a

determined effort by the German forces opposite might well have shattered

A Y

the entire front of the 2nd Division and opened the way to Meaux and Pari;ii

Baoksround

On August 4. 1914. seven German Armies totaling almost 1.700,000
troops launched their great wheeling attack through Belgium. Luxembourg, and
France. intending the gquick conquest of France envisioned by the von
Schlieffen Plan of 1306-07 [he Armies, using multiples of machirne guns and
heavy artillery in new tactical employments pernetrated to within twerty

miles of Paris and an ejual distance south of the Marne to t!:.. east of Paris
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before they could be brought to a stop on September ISth.

At that point, a series of mistakes that had been made by von Moltke,
the German Chief of Staff, and his Army commenders, in conjunction with
tactics of Joffre, forced the withdrawal of the German Armies back to the
Aisne. With this check, both German and Allied Armies attempted repeated
flanking maneuvers, which resulted in extending their forces in a long slow
S ocurve aslant northern France, reaching from Nieuport on the Belgian coast
down %o Belfsrt, near the border of Switzerland. By the end of 1914, the
eatire iine was committed to trench warfare, and was to remain fixed until
early 1917 "without varying so much as ten miles in either direction" (see
Map No. 1).1

Although great battles were fought along the line throughout 1917,
the single principal change occurred in March, when the German forces in
the devastated Noyon salient made a planned withdrawal to the recently
completed Hindenburg line, thereby shortening their front NE of Paris by
twenty miles. More important were the battle innovations introduced in
1517.

At the battle of Arras, north of the Noyon salient. in April, the
British first used their new gas weapon, the Livens projector. In produc-
ing a gas cloud at a distance from the point ol discharge, the Livens main-

tained the high concentration of gas btained with cylinder projection. yet

1

Gs L. McEntee, Military History of the World War (New Yorks Scribner,
1937), p. 83; B. H. Liddell Hart, IEQ Real War, 1914-1918 {Boston: Little,
Brown) 1931, Ch. III.
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achieved the surprise effect of gas shell fireoz The Germans had a similar
projector by December. The 4-inch Stvokes mortar was next developed, for
rapid fire of gas, phosphorus, and thermite, particularly to neutralize
machine gun nests. At Arras, aleo, sixty British tanks took part in battle
for the first time. but not until at Cambrai. in November, when 324 tan«s
wers deployed, were effective tactics formulated for their use.

In the summer of 1917, the Germans first used their improved green
cross shell (diphosgene), firing over 100,000 rounds in a single bombard-
mert at ‘Ierdun.-,3 The French M2 mask was developed for protection against
the green cross gases. At Nieuport and at the third battle of Ypres, in
July and August of that year, the new German mustard gas, in yellow cross
shell, was ugsed for the first time. The French did not get cheir yperite
(mustard gas) to the battlefield until June 1918, ard the British did not
use it until September 1918, Also in the swmuer of 1917. the Germans

introduced blue cross shell (diphenylchlorarsine with some HE), in an attempt

2

The British porsisted with clcud gas attacks because prevailing winds
on tlie Western fro:nt favored the Allies. and the British knew its deadly ef-
feot. 1The German: who had used cloud gas principally for casualzy effscts
and not in the attack. gave it up Lecause of the enormous effort required
to mount a cloud attack.

3

Although the first gas attack. with chlorine projected from cylinders,
occurred in April 1915. as early as October 1914. the Germans constructed
their first gas shell, to discharge an irritant substance and pulverize it
upon explosion to form a cloud of dust. The f{irst effective German gas pro-
jectile for the heavy field howitzer., containing a lachrymatory ageni, was
fired in January 1915; and the first lethal gas shell (phosgene. in the green
cross shell) was used by the Germans in Decamber 1515. The French phosgere
shell appeared in the fiold in March 1916. and was countered soon after by
the German introduction of chlorpicrin shell. to induce nausea and removal of
the mask and thereby ensure effectiveness of the lethal gas.

-3 -




to penetrate the British respirator &

1917 also saw for the first time planes machine-gunning ground troops
and bombing troop concentrations from the air. An American suggestion in
January 1918 concerning "the use of aeroplanes for discharging gas upon the
enemy" was promptly dismissed. "For reasons of policy, it is considered

oxtremely unwise to make any reference whatever to this aubjecto"s

The Second Division Assembles gg_Franoe

The United States entered the war against Germany on 6 Aprii 1917,
and two months later the initial elements of the lst Division, organized on
24 May 1917, sailed fcr France. Ths components of the 2nd Division, not
formally organized as such until 22 September 1517, arrived in France be-
tween July 1917 and February 1918, when the concentration of the Livision,
loss its artillery. was completed and its systematic training begun at
Bourmont, in the Haute Marne. As they embarked for France, the commander
of the 5th MG Battalion later said, "Not one man in ten knew a machine gun
from a cream separator and many had yet to learn the first fundamentals of
nmilitary life." Until organized training began in January, the marines
and infantrymen who were to make up the division "were scattered all over
France and Engiand,"doing stevedore work, building roads barracks, and

warohouses, loading and ualoading freight cars, and cutting firewood.

See Maj Gen C. H. Foulkes, Gasi (Edinburgh & London, 1334), pp- 304 ff.

5

Ltr, CCO to Comdt Army Gas School. 4 Feb 18  gub: Lecture by Lt Anderson:
Jas as an Opfensive Woapon (GHQ AEF box 1726 fol. S). <CJ. eariier jtr, . Jjas
Serv AEF to CofS AEF. 7 Sep 17, subs Men> on the Tactical Use of Gas in War-

fare, which su gostod that "gas by plane, however. may be sttempted in the
future™ (CEYQ Ag Box 1727, fol. P-10).

- 4 -
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As assembled, the principal components of Maj. Geno. Omar Bundy's
2nd Division were the 3rd Infantry Brigade, Brig. Gen. Edward M. Lewis,
commanding, made up of the Sth Irfantry, 23rd Infantry, and Sth Machine Gun
Battalion; the 4th Marine Brigade, Brigo Gen. James Go Harbord, commanding,
composed of the S5th and 6th Marines and 6th Machine Gun Eattalion (Marine) ;
and divisional troors, including the 4th Machine Gun Battalion, 2nd Engineers,
1st Field Signal Battalion, and Headquarters Troops. Headquarters, Military
Police, and Supply, Engineer, and Sanitary trains completed the divisional
foroes assembled in France.

The other major component of the Division, the 2nd Field Artillery

Brigade, Brig. Gen. William Chamberlaine (after 27 June, Colo. Ao Jo Bowley),

ottt

commanding, made up of the 12th, 15th, and 17th Field Artillery, and the
2nd Trench Mortar Battalion, was assembled and began its training at the
French artillery center at Le Valdahon, near Besancon and the Swiss border,

on 30 January 1918, On 21 March it joined the division near Verdun.

Training in Gas Defense

A report summarizing the gas training of the 2nd Division at Bourmont
between 15 December 19!7 and 15 March 1918 said that in this period

all received one hour per day gas training and in addition men wore
the masks during drills., Surprise alarms were given frequently. All men
were passed through lachrimatory and chlorine gas in gas chamber. All men
were ojuipped with both the French M2 mask and British SoBuR. / small box
respiratqu7u It was believed that many of the gas casualties later were
caused by men changing to the M2 mask. The drills and lectures were con- ]
ducted by the gas personnel or the Units under the supervision of the
Division Gas Officer. All men at the time of putting through the gas
chamber were given a lecture by the Division Gas Officer. During all periods
out of lines gas defense instruction was carried on whenever possible, in-
cluding respirator drills. gas chamber, lectures and use of lachrimatory
grenades. While the Division was in lines respirators were inspected

-5 -
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frequently and units not in front line continued mask drills.®

While some information on gas warfare seems to have reached elements of
the 2nd Division receiving preliminary training in the States, there appeass
to have been no gas defense instruction at the troop level.’ The gas train-
ing program in France began with the formation of the Gas Service, AEF, on
S September 1917 and the preparation on 1 October of Pamphlet No. 253,

Defensive Measures against Gas Attacks.® Its fifteen pages of "Standing

Orders" described the detection of shell and cloud gases, giving special
attention to the hazards of mustard gas; inspection of anti-gas supplies;
procedure for gas mask drill; the warning system for cloud and shell attacks;
gasproofing of dugouts; and benavior during and after a gas attack. It em-
phasized that within 12 miles of the front line a box respirator or mask was
always to be carried, that within 5 miles a box respirator must be carried,
and within 2 miles the box respirator and mask must be carried, with the
respirator in the "alert" position. Following a gas attack, the respirator

was to be removed only by permission of an officer. (This was later specified

as an American officer, for French officers and NCOs were believed to order

removal of masks too soon.)

6
Ltr, DGO 2nd Div to C CWS, 8 Feb 19, subs Circular Ltr No. &. (WD

Hist Box 300, 33.6); also in GAF-2S (2nd Div Summaries). GAF rocords are
at the Army Chemical Center, Md.

7
Tng Memos No. 1 and 2 (13, 23 Apr 1917), Hq Southern Dept, Fort Sam
Houston, Texas (GHQ AEF Box 1513. fol. 2).

8 GHQ AEF Box 1727, fol. Do A 75-page revision was issued by GHQ AEF
the following month for issue "Down to include all officers and orgrniza-
tions, all combat units."
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With the establishment in November 1917 of the AEF gas school at
Langres aud the lst Army Corps gas school at Gondrescourt, the general prin-
ciples of gas training set down in the AEF Pamphlet were followed in the in=-
itial six-day courses of instruction, consisting of a 45-minute lecture and
1% hours of practical application each day. The instruction in the 40-page

Manual, Program of Treining in Gas Defense for Divisional Anti-Gas Schools,

prepared by *he Army War College, 23 October 1917, pesralleled that in Pam-
phlet Noo. 253, except that there was no mention of mustard gas in the
manualo9 This was remedied in the comprehensive manual issued by the Army
War College in December and January, entitled, Gas Warfare, comprising

Part It German Methods of Offense, Part II: Methods of Defense Against

Gas Attacks, Part IIIs+ Methods of Training in Defensive Measures, and Part
10

IVe The Offensive in Gas Warfare.

The Second Division did not receive either its M2 masks or its res-
pirators until late in December 1917, and Regimental Gas Officers and Company
Gas NCOs were not appointed until early in January. As a consequence, in-
spection reports in January indicated that the gas readiness of the Division

11

was extremely sketchy in every respect. A Revised Program of Training

for the 2nd Division was set up to provide for two weeks of troop training

in gas defense in February, while special GHQ AEF gas training programs of

10, 18, and 20 hours' duration were issued for the engineer and sanitary

9

2nd Div Box 225, Hq Misc Data; WD Hist Box 205, 54.3, GHQ AEF Boxes
1776, 1726,

10
Parts II and III only are in WD Hist Box 205.

11
Ltr, GO 2nd Div to CinC AEF, 22 Dec 17, subs Rpt on Anti-Gas Tng in 2nd
Div (2nd Div Box 106); memo for C Tng Sec. 9 Jan 18, sub: Visit to 2nd Divs

memo C Tng Sec for CofS, 30 Jan 18, subs Tactical Inspection and Future Tng of
2nd Div (gnd Div Box 33). 5




troops and medical oi‘ficersol2

Training in Trench Warfare

On 13 March 1918, the 2nd Division, less its artillery, moved to the
quist sector of the French Second Army front near Sommedieue, SE of Verduu,
where it joined the French X Corps in the line just NW of St. Mihiel, for
training in the tactics of trench warfare. There, with its artiilery in
support a week later, it was trained by battalion, regiment, and brigade,
and participated with the divisions of the French X Corps and later the
French II Colonial Corps of the French Second Army in the occupation of the
Toulon and Troyons Sectors of the front line in Lorraineo13

> With the arrival of the American forces in the area, the sector ceased
to be quiet. Under the provocation of raiding patrols, enemy artillery fire
increased daily, end on 21 March, the 2nd Division experienced gas for the
first time, when over a 12-hour period 25 unidentified 77mm gas shells were
fired into the Bois Bonchamp, but "Without any serious inconvenience to our
troops."l4 Four gas shells fell in the sector the next morning and four more
on the 27th, causing the first gas casualty reported by the 2nd Divisionols On

31 March, incidental to a German raid on the French lines, heavy artillery

12

2nd Div Boxes 32 and 33,50.4, Box 63,50.7.
13

Hist Sec, ANC, Order of Battle...AEF (Washingtons GPO, 1931), pp.22-29.
14

Summary of Intelligence, 20-21 Mar 18. These SOOI, unnumbered until 12
Apr, are in the National Archives bound series, Records of the Second Division,

Ft. Sam Houston and Army War College, 1924-28, Vol. 9. Hereafter referred to
as Records.

15
War Diary, 28 Mar (Records 6).

-8 -




fire fell on the 2nd Division area, including 65 77mm gas shells, apparently
"in response to the activity of our own artillery." Again the gas was "with-
out any damaging effect." The only casualties reported were six men wounded
by the shell fire. 16

The first extensive use of gas on 2nd Division troops occurred on 6
April when, in searching out the divisional batteries, 750 105mm gas shells
fell around four of the battery positions and over 1,000 HE shells on five
other gun sites. Division headquarters recorded no gas casualties and only
three men of the 23rd Infantry wounded by the shell fireo17 But the 2nd
FoA. Brigade, reporting later on its operaticns near Verdun, observed that
although "casualties were slight, nearly all of them were due to gas bombard-
ments of the battery positionso“18

Mixtures of gas shell with heavy HE fire continusd daily on the batter-
ies and troop areas from 9 to 12 April, with no gas casualties reported in
divisional records. However, a Report on Gas Attack from the 9th Infantry
on 10 April said that 125 diphosgene shells had surprised a battalion at
Viclotte the previous afternoon, causing 12 severe casualties. The next

morning approximately 150 yperite shells fell on the edge of Rouvrois, but

16

SOI, 31 Mar~l Apr; War Diary, 1 Apr. Spencer, History of Gas Attacks
upcn AEF during the World War (EACD 460, 15 Fobu 1928), 1.93, reports 8 men
slightly gassed by palite on this date.

17
S0I, 6-7 Apr; War Diary, 8 Apr.

18
Rpt, Opns of 2nd FA Brig, 30 May-25 Jun (Records 9).




the wind carried the vapor away from the Sth Infantry troops near there.1® ]

Then, following a shelling with approximately 400 HE rounds on the |
previous evening, between 4300 and 8:00 aom. on 13 April, "the first gas
bombardment of any size...probably in retaliation for our artillery activity 4
during the afternoon" struck the lst Battalion, 6th Marines, in reserve in
the Bonchamp sector. Of approximately 3,000-3,600 shells, the division re-
ported 1,800 were gas, the greater part yellow cross, the remainder blue
crosso20 One mustard-filled 105Smm struck a shack where 60 men were sleepin-
Gas casualties were first reported as 2 officers and 108 men, later corrected
to € officers and 271 men, most of them "only slightly gassed." No HE
casualties were reported. The troops evacuated the area and chlorinate of
lime was spread to decontaminate it.2l

Other reports were more explicit. "The number of casualties was in-
excusably large, 277 being evacuated up until noon of April 14th," said the
Corps Gas Officer. "Of these all suffered from conjuctivitis, many having
infected lungs and several are badly blistered, especially between the legs
«ce.opractically all...caused by the ignorance of the cfficers concerning the
persistence of this gas, and the consequent premature removal of masks (half
an hour after the bombardment) and the failure to promptly evacuate the

camp." He added that the Regimental Gas Officer arrived on the scene at

9300 the following morning, and no notice was given to the Division or Corps

19
GAF~2A (fol. 2nd Div Attaocks).

20

Harslian, Gasangriffe an der Anerikanischen Front, nc date, p. 94

(CMLHC), says 4540 blue cross, 1430 green cross, and 5270 yellow cross were
used, in weather unsuited for gas bombardment.

21
S0I 26, 12-~13 Apr; War Diary. 13 Apr.

- 10 -~




Gas Officers until the afternoon of the 14th.2? A history of the Marine

-

brigade was to says/ "All officers and 220 men of the 74th Co., 6th Marines,

were evacuated in a serious condition, over 40 men dying later as a result

of this first bombardment."2S

A letter on 19 April saids "Capt. Goss has advised court martial for

the Company Officers, 74th Co...oMajcr Montgomery, the Division Inspector,

has been inspecting the Division on this recommendation and is trying very

hard to fix the blame on the Gas Service. Capt. Goss informed him that the

line officers, so far, had taken gas and gas officers as a joke, and now
that gas casualties had occurred, were demanding an explanation of the gas
officers attached to the unitu“24\§

A strong German raid with five companies (over 400 men) against the
Rouvrois sector occupied by the 9th Infantry at 11500 p.mo. that same night,
13 April, appsarently to gain information about American forces in the area,
was preceded by a six-hour barrage with 700 HE and 4,500 mixed gas and HE
shells -~ "the heaviest yet experienced by American troops in this sector."
The gas included "lachrymatose," followed by phosgene, then mustard. Casu-

alties were estimated at one officer and 4 wen killed by the HE and 2

22

Rpt of Gas Attack on 6th Marines, Cept B.C. Goss, CGO lst AC, 14 Apr
(GAF 2-A, 2nd Div Attacks). A supplement to this rpt on 17 Apr said total
casualtios were 295, with 9 deaths. Hanslian, p. 95, has 295 Marine casual-
ties, 5 in 23rd Inf, and 53 in 9th Inf.

23
MS, Brig Gen Wendell C. Neville, Hist of 4th Brig, Marine Corps, AEF,

Oct 23, 1917-Dec 31, 1918, p. 4 (2nd Div Box 44). See also Hist of 6th
Regt, in 2nd Div Box 68,1l.4, Spencer, I. 101-106, records 295 casualties,

29 deaths.

24
Ltr, C00 lst C /1st Lt Earl C. Popp, SC for Capt B. C. Gosa, Eng / to

C Gas Serv AEF, 19 Apr, Subs Report (GAF, lst Corps Misc).
- 11 -
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officers and 50 men gassedo The 9th Infantry Gas Ofticer reported 2,000
77mm and 105mm green &nd yellow cross shells, causing 53 casualties, 22 of
them due to mustard. Owing to the situation, he said, the men could not move
from their positions. Some of the men were gassed changing from the S.B.R.
to the M2 mask when the irritancy of the first gas made wearing the S.3.P.
difficult.?d By 5¢00 acmo the counterattacking Sth Infantry had driven off
the raiders, who left 1l prisoners and 61 dead, at a cost to the regiment
of 7 killed, 42 wouaded, and 19 missing.2®

On 4 April, ten days before this gas attack, the 2nd Division had
issued Memorandum No. 34 repeating the gas defense instructions of Pamphlet
253 on the dangers of mustard persistency and premature removal of the mask.
Yot Memorandum 37, 17 April, reported that in the recent gas attack practi-
cally all casualties had been caused by ignorance of the officers concerning
ths persistency of mustard, premature removal of masks, and failure to evacu-
ate the camp prompt1y027

Daily patrols, sniping, and light gas shelling continued in this quiet
sector, while artillery activity ranged from normal to subnormal in the weeks

that followed, as sizeable numbers of the German forces opposite the 2nd \

25

AEF Pamphlet 253 had contained instructions on changing from the S.B.R.
to the M2. On 5 June, however, all French masks were ordered turned in to
DGOs, to prevent troops from changing masiks during an attack (memo for Regtl
and Sep Orgn Comds, 2nd Div Box 106; Weekly Sum of Info, Gas Serv Intel Sec,
S June, in WD Hisv Box 289.

B
SOI 27, 13-14 Apr; supp to War Diary. 14 Apr; corr in SOI 31, 19-20
Apr; Rpt on Gas Attack, 15 Apr (GAF-2A).

27
2nd Div Box 36,64.4.




Division lines wers pulled out and sent north to the fighting along the
Somme, and battle-weary enemy troops from the Somme took their place. 28
Results of the desultory gas shelling were erratic. Thirty 10Smm green and
yellow cross shells, for example, fell in ten minutes on 21 April, causing
15 casualties in the 15th FcA. On the other hand, "a short severe gas bom-
bardment" of 100 77mm mustard shells put down on a company of the 23rd In-
fantry in the line near La Croix between 2:30-3500 a.m. on 7 May reportedly
caused no casualtios.>>

On 9 May, the 2nd Division began its withdrawal from the Toulon front
for refitting near Bar-le-Duc, and on 18 May entrained for Chaumont-en-Vexin,
NW of Paris, in the rear of the Fifth French Army, where it was to undergo a

period of training in the tactics of open warfare, preparatory to relieving

1st Division forces in the Montdidier sector.

During the two months in training in the Toulun-Troyon sector, the 2nd
Division Surgeon reported treating 347 gas cases, 161 wounded, 91 injured,
934 sick, and 3 PNs. 0 A somewhat different record of casualties, compiled
} by the 2nd Division Statistical Section for the period 15 Mar-30 May,

‘ (Records 6) shows total casualties of 12 officers and 826 men, of which 4

officers and 319 men were evacuated as gas cases.

28
Supp to War Diary, 28 Apr.
. 29
Jnl of Opns, 7 May (Records 6); Rpt on Cas Attack, 7 May, (GAF-2A).
30

Ltr, Div 8urg to CG G-3 2nd DPiv, 22 Feb 19, subs Rpt of Opns, Med
Dept, 2nd Div, Mar 16 to May 15, 1918; supp to War Diary, 15 May.
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Of interest is a lst Army Corps report for that period on the effective-
ness of gas against the American Army. After recording total field casualties
in the Corps of 4,190, with gas casualties of 2,262, up to 15 May 1618, the

report said:

The importance of a vigorous gas program is shown by the incrsasing
number of gas ocasualties suffered by the First Army Corps. The fizures sre
unofficial and incomplete but are unquestionably too low, as reports of gas
casualties have only recently been regularly made. Even as it is, gas casu-
alties are 54% of all casualtiesc...dus to inexperience in gas warfare ani a
great laok of appreciation of the seriousness of gas (GAF, fol. 1st ).

Alarmed by the inadequacies of individual and company gas discipline

rovealed in the first major gas attack on the division, the command insti-
31

tuted gas training programs as soon as the troops came out of the line.

While refitting at Bar-le-Duc, the entire division was retrained by its
Regimental Gas Officers in gas mask and gas defense drill every evening of
its stay theroo32 Further training at Chaumont-en-Vexin was conducted as a
result of General Order 33, 1 May, which described again the necessary con-
duct of troops in the "alert" zones and spelled out the duties of gas offi-
cers and gas NCOS»SS Another order, first issued in early April again re-
¥ gquirad all officers and men to practice wearing the respirator one hour a 1§
day while performing regular duties.* Special attention was given to the t

peculiar hazards of mustard gas, described in Pamphlet 253, emphasized in

x ' 31 ,
1 See Memo No. 48, 2nd Eng. 29 Apr (2nd Div Box 85.10.2). ]
32
2nd Div Box 33.50.4.
33

This order was revised as GO 39, 28 May, withou' any essential changes.
Both in(Records 9)-

34
See Yemos 113, 119, 23rd Inf, 13, 13 Apr (2nd Div Box 53, 64.4, AG
Memos) .
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General Order 33, and in the Weekly Summaries of lnformation of the Gas
Service Intelligence Section.>d
There is reason to believe that one cause of the poor discipline when
troops were confronted by mustard gas shell was the amount of training time
expended on methods of defense against cloud attacko All during the spring
of 1918, Intelligence reported that cloud ettacks were imminent, and train-
ing hed been oriented accordinglyoss Actually, of the 320 or more gas ah-

tacks made by the Germans on the AEF, not one was a cylinder cloud attack

aend only six were projector attacks.

The Three German Drives, Spring 1918

As the 2nd Division had entrained for the Toulon sector in the Spring
of 1918, the German High Command put in operation its plans for "the great-
est military task ever imposed upon an armyo"57 A series of lerge-scale
assaults were to be mounted against the Allied lines, which, Ludendorff was
convinced, in view of the tired French and British forces and the depleted
reserves backing them up, would break under th» onslaught. The success of
there attacks ranks with that of the advance to "the Marne in 1914 as the

two gravest military crises of the World War "8

35
See WSIs for 27 Mar, 4 Apr, 10 Apr in WD Hist Box 289 and others in
2nd Div Box 106,

36

See GO 33 and WDIs, above.
37

McEntee, p. 467.
38

Hart, p. 387.
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A total of 74 German divisions in three Armies (the 17th; 2nd and
18th) made the initial assault on 21 March against the four British Armies
holding the line from the Oise north to the Channel, with the intention of
severing British contact with the French forces to the south and pushing
the British to the sea. By 4 April, a forty-mile bulge had been made in
the British lines and the Germans had achieved mobility and maneuverability
again after three years of static warfare. Then, outrunning their supplties,
the German Armies lost their forward impetus and the first great attack came
to a halt before Amiens. On 9 April, two more German Armies (the 4th and
EEE), astride ths Franch-Belgian border, launched a second assault egainst
the British ani Portugese forces south of Ypres (see Map No. 1). After a
ten-mil® edvancs, this drives too stopped short of success.

before contiraing the attack in the north, to drive the British into
the sea, Ludendorff set in motion his third great attack, on 27 May, against
the French armies on the Soissons-Reims front where they joined the British.
For this assault, three German Armies (a portion of the 18th, the 7th and
EEE) numbering 42 divisions, with 3,719 guns, secretly assembled along the
Chemin des Dames. The assault was spuarently intended as a divsrsion,
while German forces to the uorth regrouped and communications were improved,
to draw back those French forces that had gone to the mssistance of the
British and to draw French reserves to the Liano.39 The suocess of this
diversion almost resulted in an Allied disaster.

Facing the 18th, 7th. and lst German Arries, but unaware either of the

numbers of enemy troops or their recdines= for attack. were the 10th, 6th,

39
McEntee, p. 485.




and 5th French Armies. Preceded by tanks, nineteen divisions of the German

7th and lst Armies, spanning a 25-mile front, jumped off on the attack at

4330 a.m. on 27 May. Bight French and three British divisions along the
Chemin des Dames front, all resting in this quiet sector at the time, were
met by the surprise offense and fell back. By noon the Germans were cross-
ing the Aisne by evening they were across the Vesle. On the third day
thoy were at the Marne. 60 miles from Paris, spread across a 40-kilometer
front running spproximately from Soissons to Chateau Thierry, and 65,000
prisoners and great stores of abandoned supplies were in their hands. e
That same day, 30 May, the 2nd and 3rd Divisions, then in training
at Chaumont-en-Vexin and near Chaumont, respectively, were put at the dis-
posal of the French and assigned to the 6th French Army. Rushed by truck
to the front, the combat elements of the 2nd Division were sent to the XXI

French Corps as reinforcement, to stop ths German advance along the Chateau

Thierry-Paris road.41

Woest of Chateau Thierry

The combat units of the Division doetrucked and assembled in the area
NE of Meaux. Shortly after midnight. 1 Jjune, a French order was received
to send the 9th Infantry and 6th Marines by forced march to Montreuil-aux-

Lions, to take up positions north and socuth of the Chateau Thierry-Paris

40
Hart, pp. 373. 411 ff.

41
McEnteo. p. 487; Field Order 6. 2r.d Div, 1 Jun (Records 1); Jnl O,
3J May {(Reco:i - §). _—'
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road, where the Germans were expected momentarily. Following a second mes-
sage that morning, the 23rd Infantry under Col. Paul B. Malone, with a bat-
talion of the 5th Marines and the 5th Machine Gun Battalion =- a total of
5,000 men == was rushed to fill a gap in the lines of the 43rd French Divi-
sion at Gandelu (see Map No. 2)042

When Maj. Gen. Omar Bundy, commander of the 2nd Division, reported to
General Degoutte of the XXT Corps at his headquarters at Chamigny on 1 June?3 1
the 6th French Army units in the line of battle west of Chateau Thierry com-
prised from left to right, the VII Corps, two depleted divisions (the 43rd
and 164th) of the XXI Corps, and a single division of the XXXVIII Corps. The
43rd French Division was fighting to the north of the Paris road, the 164th 1

French Division on the south of that road. 4

The 7th German Army units opposite the French XXI Corps had been

identified as the 197th, 237th and 10th Divisions of Corps Contao44 To the

right were the two othar divisions of Corps Conta, the 231lst and 36th. That
day, 1 June, the Corps was reported on the general line St. Gengoulph-
Btrepilly~Chateau Thierry, its immediate objective Licy Clignon-Monthiers-

Hill 204 and a bridgehead across the Marne below Chateau Thierryo45

iz |
Jril 0, 1 Jun.

|
43
’ McEntee, po 487. MS hist, The Second Division at Chateau Thierry, by
1 Hist Sec GS AEF, 1918, p. 12, has a pencilled note by Col Preston Brown,

' y ] CofS, 2nd Div, for May 3l-~Jun 1ls "Bundy in Paris-PB" (2nd Div Box 8, 18.2). b
| This is confirmed by Lt Col Hayes, Div Regulating O,ficer, who adds that in
' the conference at Chamigny, "The French Commander's opinion was that a re- {
| treat should be made, and he evidently considered everything lost, and the

Germans practically the victors" (Interv at Hq 2nd Div. 12 Dec 1918, 2nd ’
Div Box 4, 11.4).
44
| This was the 4th Reserve Corps, named for its rommander, von Conta.

Corps Order, Opns No. 499, 153D acme, 1 Jun (doc 69, 231lst Inf Div,

4
, 4 War Diaries of German Units O sing the Second Division., AWC. 1930-32, Vol. {
1 47. Herealter relerred to as ﬁar War Diaries. '
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The next day, 2 June, the forces of the 2nd Division north of
Montreuil-aux-Lions and the remaining elements of the Division coming into
the area moved up to cover almost a 9,000-yard front, along the line Bois
de Veuilly=-Hill 142=Lucy le Bocage-Triangle-Bois des Clerembauts=-le

6 At the same time, advancing German machine gun and infantry

Thioletu4
units took Bussiares, Torcy, and the Bois de Belleau on the evening of 2
June, as the french continued to fall backo47 At midnight, a message to
the 2nd Division from the French Commanding General read: "The Americen
troops will maintain at all costs the line of support they occupy."

On the night of 3-4 June, the slowly retreating French forces began
to retire through the line of the 2nd Division. That same night, the bat-
teries of the 12th F.A. came into position in the vicinities of La Voie du
Chatel, Ferme Paris, and Coupru, with the 15th F.A: to the E and SE of
Domptin, and the 17th F.A., with its 155s, spanning the Paris roado4g

The 23rd Infantry and supporting units returned to the Division on
the night of 4-5 June, and on 5 June, reinforced by seven elements of the

37th, 232nd, 236th, and 333rd French Field Artillery which had remained in

position, the 2nd Division alone held the sector, with the S5th and 6th

46
Field Message, CofS to Col Malone, 23rd Iaf, 2 Jun (Racords 4); FO
7, 2nd Div, 3 p.m., 3 Jun. All FMs in Vol. 4 unless otherwise specified.

47
F¥ 21st Fr Army Corps to 2nd Div, 1:35 a.m., 3 Jun; Corps Order Opns

No. 512, 12330 a.m., 3 Jun (doc 69, 23lst Inf Div, War Diaries 4)-.

48
F¥ 2nd Div to 4th Brig, 1 a.m., 3 Jun.

49
MS Hist of 2nd FA Brig. p. 6 (2nd Div Box 77); Opns of 2nd FA Brig,

30 May-25 Jun (Records 3) says the 156 pieces of 2nd Div artillery on 3 Jun
were situated N of Montreuil near La Loge. and near Domptin.
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Marines, the 23rd and 3th Infantry, in that order along the front. The 10th
French Colonial Division (replacing the 164th) with units of the American 3rd
Division was on the right of the 2nd Division, the 167th French Division (re-
placing the 43rd) on its left. The 2nd Division front, which for a time had
spanned almost 20 kilometers, from the north edges of the Bois de Veuilly to
La Nouette, was., with the readjustments in the French lines, shortened to
about 9 kilometers, extending from south of Hill 142 to south of Monneaux
(Map No. 3)050

Meanwhile, patrols on 3-4 June confirmed the presence of the enemy to
the north of Hill 142, west of Bois de Belleau, and to the east of the Bois

des Clerembauts and Bois de la Marette. Having occupied Bussiares, Torcy,

and the Bois de Belleau, the German forces had halted in their pursuit of the
French to await reserve supplies and munitions and the advance of thsir heavy
artillery. They had set up points of resistance and had dug in temporary
shelters. With the artillery at hand, they probed and harassed the forces
before them, but without the ability to exercise any real pressure. On 4

June, the units opposite the 2nd Division were identified as the 197th and

237th Infantry and the 10th Reserve Divisions of Corps Conta extending

50

Rpt, Lt Col W. D. Grant GS to Col Fox Conner Asst CofS G-3 Hq AEF, 4
Jun (supp to War Diary, 4 Jun); Jdnl 0, 5 Jun; FO 8, 2nd Div, 5 Jun; MS hist,
The Second Division at Cheteau Thierry, pp. 17-19 i2nd Div Box 8).
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from North of Veuilly to Torcy, Torcy to Bouresches, and Bouresches to

Montcourt (Map Noo 4).5%

At midnight, 3-4 June, a Corps Conta order said that in the continuing
attack of the 7th Army towards Paris, Corps Conta had been assignec to protect t
the Army's left flank. To accomplish this, the Corps must advance to "a posi- ‘
tion that is especially suited for defense." That line of defense would be
Veuilly-Marigny-La Voie de Chatel-Hill 20l-Le Thoilet=Hill 204. The units

making the advance would be the Sth Guard, the 197th, 237th, 28th and 231st

Divisions, in line. Reconnaissance and preparations were to start et once,

52

but the attack would not be made before 7 Juneo Another order on the 4th

explainedss( ”CorEs Conta, which is charged with the protection of the left
flank of the 7th Army...is compelled to temporarily assume the defensive, after

F)]
I
positions most suitable for this purpose are captured....The offensive spirit '

51
The 197th Division was relieved on 7-8 June by the 5th Guard Division, {

a first class unit which had had special training in open warfare, preparatory

to its participation in the Somme offensive (SOI 60, 8-9 Jun). !
The 237th Division was relieved on 9-10 June by the 28th Division, a

crack outfit which had been in the Somme battle and in the Aisne offensive of

27 May. It had been temporarily rolieved by the 23lst Division (see below)

whan it reached the Marne on 30 May (Info preceding SOI 56, 4-5 Jun). The

d principal elements of the 28th Division were reportedly relieved on 19-20 June D
by the 87th Division (SOI 72, 20-21 Jun). The 87th Division was relieved on !
i 4-5 July by the 4th Ersatz Division (SOI 86, 4-5 Jul). Notes The relief of -

the 28th begun on 19-20, was cancelled three days later and the division re-
turned to the line. The most important German division in this narrative, the
28th comprised a single brigade, the 55th. whose units were the 40th Fusiiier
Regiment, 109th and 110th Grenadier Regiments. the l4th Field Artillery, and ;
the 55th Foot [heavy) Artillery Battalion. k

The 10th Reserve Divisicn was relieved wbout 15 Jure by the 231st Divi- ’
sion (Div Order, 23Ist Inf. & Jun. War Diaries 4). T

The 231st Division most of it opposite the French to the right of the
2nd ®iv on 4 June, was partially relieved on 12-13 June by elements of the
36th Division. The entire 23lst was relieved on 18-19 June by the 20lst

l Division (0 76. 24-25 Jun).

52
ﬂ Opns Order 515 (231st Inf. WD Annex 2. War Diaries 4). '
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must be maintained even though a temporary lull in the attack seems to exist.
In the general picture of the operations, no halt or lull exists. We are the
victors and will remain on the offensive. The enemy is defeated"'s3

Mearwhile, at noon on 3 June, German artillery began firing a 7-hour
bombardment of blue cross (diphenychlorarsine) shells into the woods NW of
Lucy le Bocage, where some 800 Marires and Bngineers were sovtting up positions.
There were 35 casualties.™® The next evening, 4 June, following day-long
shelling of the 2nd Divisicn area with shrapnel, HE, and occasional gas, Luoy
le Bocage was hit with a short bombardment of gas shells, causing casualties
of one officer and 19 men.55

For several days both sides were engaged in organizing their forces, pre-
paring positions, and getting what rest they could for the fight aheads On 5
June, incoming 150s indicated that the German artillery had been brought up,
and the 23rd Infantry, rejoining the division on the line Triangle Ferme-
Paris road, was subjected to the shelling of the heavies, including some

ypoerite, as it dug inuse

5%

Corps Order 518, 4 Jun (4th Res Corps. War Diaries l). Corps Conta was
to expand to the southwest as [lank protection, while Corps NineEior, Wichura,
Larisch, and Francois, on its right, wero to continue advancing west to reach
Complegne and eliminate the Noyon salient. Monograph, Lt Col Ernst Otto, The
Fighting for Belleau Wood in June, 1918. Reichsar-hiv, Potsdam, 1918, pp. 2-3
(2nd Div Box 31, 33.9).

54

Rpt on Gas Attack, serial 10, 3 Jun (GAF-2A): Spencer, I. 113.
56

SOI 56, 4-5 Jun; Rpt of Opns, 5 Jun.
56

Rpt, CG 3rd Brig to CG 2nd Div, 16 Aug 18. sub: Rpt of action of 3rd
Brig, June lst to July 15th (3rd Brig., Records 6).
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At 5300 a.m. on 6 Juns, unaware of Corps Conta plans for attack the
next day,57 the 2nd Division, in conjunction with the 167th French Division
on its left, went on the offensive, attacking withont special artillery pre-
parations8 the objective line Hill 126-Toroy-Chateau Belleau-Bois de Belleau-
Bouresches., Several objectives, including the crests overlooking Bussaires
and Torcy, were reported reached that day, but not the principal objectives,
the Bois de Belleau and Boureaches.59

On t! - night preceding the attack, 2,000 shells, with some yellow cross,
had been fired into 2nd Division positions west of the Bois de la Merette, and
in the reprisal for the attack the next day, 2,200 rounds including several
bursts of mustard and lachrimatory gas shells, pounded the edge of the Bois
de la Marette and the roads in the forward zome. Continuin; the attack on
the afternoon of the 6th, 2nd Division forces encountered intense machine gun
fire, particularly in the Bo.s de Belleau, and both sides suffered severely
in the German counterattacks that followed. Bouresches was reported captured,

but the advance into Belleau Wood, where the undergrowth, rock formations,

and boulders in its great ravine bristled with machine gun nests, was stopped

mp—————

87

"The Intelligence Service at that time had not been organized or trained
for open warfare and...almost nothing was known of the composition or situa-
tion of the enemy's forces; even the location of our lines was imperfectly

understood." (MS hist. The Second Division at Chateau Thierry, p. 28, 2nd Div
Bor 8).

58

MS Hist of 2nd FA Brig, p. 7, says the reason was complete lack of co-
ordination between infantry and artillery.

59
FO 8, 2nd Div, $ Jun; SOI 57, 5-6 Jun.




after several hundred yardsoso Between 11500 pomo and 3300 a.mo op 6-7 June,
over 300 180mm palite (trichlormethyl chlorformate) and chlorpiorin shells
were fired on 23rd Infantry troops in tii» Bois des Clerembauts, resulting in
14 light casualties, and from 9330 pom., 6 June, to 10 pomo, 8 June, inter-
mittent surprise volleys of blue cross shell (diphenychlorarsine) amid con-
tinuous HE fire, produced 32 gas casualties in the Sth Infantryo61

A recommendation for citation offers a different account of the 23rd
Infantry gas casualties. A oompany commander, <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>